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As a result of the last of these Slavic relief expeditions* the great
Russo-Turkish conflict of 1877-785 Bulgaria was made an inde-
pendent principality under a ruler of mixed Coburg and Bourbon
origin. This meant that the patient and intelligent Bulgarian
peasants got trained by people with a Teutonic sense of order.
That may be responsible for the fact that to-day Bulgaria has the
best schools of all the different Balkan States. The large land-
owners have completely disappeared. The peasant owns Ms own
land as he does in Denmark and in France. The illiteracy percent-
age has been sharply reduced and everybody works. It is a simple
country of farmers and lumbermen. It is a veritable reservoir of
physical endurance and energy. Like Serbia, it may never be able
to compete with the industrialized States of western Europe. But
it may still be there when the others arc gone.